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Skalka pri Trencine
- nenapadny klenot kultury

Rozlohou nevelky priestor medzi kostolikom na Malej Skalke, klastorom a jaskynou
na Velkej Skalke a prilahlym vrchom Chochel v sebe skryva okrem magickej atmo-
sféry aj viacero kultarno-historickych odkazov nielen v slovenskom, ale aj v stredo-

europskom kontexte.

Svdti Svorad-Andrej a Benedikt

— prvi svatci Uhorského kralovstva

Vyznamnym sakralnym objektom sa Skalka stala po prichode
sv. Benedikta, okolo roku 1031, a jeho neskorsej mucenickej smrti.
Svati Svorad (Andrej) a Benedikt sa stali prvymi kanonizovanymi
svatcami v Uhorsku (este v 11. storoci), a Skalka sa stala odvtedy
vyznamnym putnickym miestom - najstarsim na Slovensku i v ce-
lom Uhorskom kralovstve.

Najstarsia legenda Uhorského kralovstva

,Zivot svétych pustovnikov Svorada Viyzndvaca a Benedikta Mu-
cenika, napisany Maurusom, Patkostolskym biskupom” - z rokov
1064 - 1070, je najstarsou legendou Uhorského kralovstva
vobec. V stredoveku bola znadma v celej Europe - jej dobové opisy
st dodnes zachované v Kralovskej kniznici v Bruseli, v Mazarinovej
kniznici v Parizi, v Mnichove, v Széchényiho kniznici v Budapesti,
najstarsia verzia z 13. storocia je v Zahrebskom breviari v Univer-
zitnej kniznici v Zahrebe.

Mala Skalka

Na ceste z Trenc¢ina do Nemsovej uputa pozornost kostol s dvoma
zdaleka viditelnymi vezami - tdto barokovd podoba kostola pochd-
dza z roku 1745 a je vysledkom stavebnej Cinnosti trencianskych
jezuitov. Povodne stala na tomto mieste neskorogoticka kaplnka
bez vezi, ktoru dal koncom 16. storocia stavebne upravit uhorsky
palatin Juraj Turzo - jedna z najvyznamnejsich postav domdceho
humanizmu, reformdcie a renesancie. V roku 1924 tu nitriansky
biskup Karol Kmetko vyhlasil cely aredal Skalky za slovenské putnic-
ké miesto s vyznamom, aky maju Lurdy vo Francuzsku...

Jaskyna na Vel'kej Skalke — prva spristupnena

K Benediktovej na Velkej Skalke sa viaze prva najstarsia pisomnd
zmienka o jaskyni na uzemi Slovenska - je z rokov 1220 - 1224,
Viaze sa k legende o sv. Benediktovi - ked pustovnika pri modlitbe
prepadli zbojnici, poprosil Boha o pomoc, dotkol sa rukou skaly
a td sa otvorila - doteraz mozno pri Usti jaskyne ndjst odtlacok
ruky na skale...

Velka Skalka — posolstvo 10-tich storoci

Kostol na mieste kanonizdcie sv. Benedikta musel stat na Vel-
kej Skalke uz okolo roku 1083, pisomne je dolozeny v roku 1208,
od roku 1224 qj s benediktinskym klastorom. Architektonickeé frag-
menty poukazuju na priaznivé obdobie benediktinskeho opdtstva
- 23.juna 1238 sa tu osobne zastavil aj uhorsky kral Belo V.. Na
mieste vchodu do jaskyne je zachovany vytvarne hodnotny kamen-
ny ranogoticky portdl z prelomu 13. a 14. storocia - doby Matusa
Cdka, ked opdt Stefan dal prednost kinazskej sluzbe Matisovi pred
politikou. V 14. - 15, storoci je dolozené qj klastorné skriptorium,
kde sa rucne prepisovali a viazali knihy - Skalka bola vtomto obdo-
bi vyznamnym duchovnym a kniznym centrom stredného Povazia.
Od roku 1528 patrili vynosy opdtstva nitrianskym biskupom, ale
samotny objekt klastora chatral az do roku 1644, ked' spravu pre-
vzali trencianski jezuiti. Dnesnd podoba je vysledkom stavebnych
Gprav a éinnosti jezuitov v 17. a 18. storo¢i. Dalsie dlhé obdobie
nezaujmu o Skalku prelomil az trenciansky farar a historik Ludovit
Bonaventura Stdarek (objavitel rimskeho napisu v Trencine) v po-
lovici 19. storodia, velké pute sa konali za prvej Ceskoslovenskej
republiky a zase nasledovalo chdtranie az do roku 1989. Sacasné
zachranné prdce sa zacali az po pade komunizmu...

Etnické stopy — od 3000 p. n. . po krestanstvo

Kontinuita osidlenia sa zacina v polovici 3. tisicrocia p. n. ., v po-
slednych dvoch storoCiach p. n. |. bol masiv Skalky najhustejsie
osidleny ludmi puchovskej kultdry. Z etnického hladiska tvorili
dominantnu zlozku tejto kultary Kelti-Kotini. Po prelome letopoc-
tov sa sem pristahoval germansky kmen Kvadov, ktorého kral
Vannius zalozil v rokoch 21 - 50 prve kralovstvo na uzemi Sloven-
ska. Povodni Kelti, ako odbornici na spracovanie kovov, splynuli
za Cias germdnskych a rimskych s novymi usadlikmi. Prichod Slo-
vanov v 5. - 7. storoci sa v osidleni Skalky prejavil od 9. storocia,
ked nachddzame aj prvé stopy krestanskej kultury.
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Skalka near Trencin
— Inconspicuous Cultural Gem

Besides radiating a magical atmosphere, an unextensive area between the church on Mala
Skalka and the monastery and cave on Velka Skalka, along with the adjacent Chochel Hill,
leaves a cultural and historical legacy echoing not only in Slovak but also in central European

St. Andrew-Svorad and St. Benedict

— the Hungarian Kingdom First Saints

Skalka became a significant sacral site after the arrival of Saint Benedict,
around the year 1031, and later after his martyrdom. St. Andrew-Svorad
and St. Benedict were the first saints to be canonized in the Hungarian
Kingdom, as early as in the 11th century. At that time, Skalka became an
important pilgrimage site - the oldest in Slovakia and in the entire Hun-
garian Kingdom.

The Oldest Legend of The Hungarian Kingdom

“The Lives of Saint Hermits, Svorad The Confessor and Benedict the Mar-
tyr, written by Maurus,Bishop of Patkostolie (Quinque Ecclesiae /Pecs)”,
dating to 1064 - 1070, is rated as the most ancient legend of the Hun-
garian Kindgom ever. In the Middle Ages, it was noted in the whole Eu-
rope. Up to this time, its then descriptions have been preserved in the
Royal Library in Brussels, the Mazarini Library in Paris, the Szechenyi
Library in Budapest, or in Munich. Its oldest version dating back to the
13th century is available in the Zagreb Breviary in the University Library
in Zagreb.

Mala Skalka (Lesser Skalka)

On the way to Nemsova from Trencin, a twin-tower church, visible from
a distance, will catch your eye. The baroque appearance of the church
goes back to the year 1745, as a result of reconstruction by the Trencin
Jesuits in the place of the former late-Gothic chapel without towers.
In the late 16th century, the chapel got rebuilt by Hungarian Palatine
Juraj Thurzo, one of the most outstanding local representatives of hu-
manism, Reformation and Renaissance. In 1924, Karol Kmetko, Bishop
of Nitra, proclaimed the Skalka area a Slovak pilgrimage site, similar in
importance to Lourdes in France...

Cave on Velka Skalka (Greater Skalka)

— the first made accessible

The first written reference on a cave in the territory of today s Slovakia
is related to St. Benedict Cave on Velka Skalka and originates around the
years 1220 to 1224. It refers to St. Benedict legend; legend has it that
when the hermit got attacked by bandits during a prayer, he besought
God for help, touched the rock with his hand, and the rock opened up;
you can still see his hand imprint on the rock by the cave entrance.

Velka Skalka — Legacy throughout Ten Centuries

The church is presumed to have been standing in the place of canoniza-
tion of St. Benedict on Velka Skalka around the year 1083, although the
oldest written record refers back to 1208; in 1224, the Benedictine mon-
astery is first mentioned. Architectural relics indicate the flourishing pe-
riod of the Benedictine Abbey; on 23 June 1238, Hungarian King Belo IV
stopped there. At the entrance to the cave, there has been preserved an
early-Gothic stone portal of a great artistic value, originating at the turn
of the 13th and 14th centuries. It was the period of Matds Cdk, when
Abbot Stefan preferred his service as a priest to Matus Cdk to politics.
Likewise, the documentary evidence confirms that in the 14th and 15th
centuries, there used to be a monastery scriptorium, where books were
rewritten and bound manually. This period saw Skalka as a notable spir-
itual and library centre of the central Vah Valley region. Since 1528, the
yields of the Abbey had belonged to the Nitra bishops, but the monas-
tery kept on dilapidating up to 1644, when the Trencin Jesuits took over
its administration. Its current looks basically result from the reconstruc-
tion and expansion of the premises carried out by the Jesuits throughout
the 17th and 18th centuries. Following was quite a long period of Skalka
falling into oblivion, which was interrupted as late as in the 19th century
by a Trencin priest and historian Ludovit Bonaventura Starek (he also
discovered the Roman inscription on the Trencin Castle rock). During
the first Czechoslovak Republic era, mass pilgrimages were held, to be
subsequently followed by long years of decline until 1989. The current
preservation and restoration had not begun until after the fall of com-
munism...

Ethnic Traces - from 3000 BC to Christianity

The continual settlement of the site dates back to the middle of the
3rd millennium BC. In the last two centuries BC, the Skalka massif was
most densely populated by the Pachov Culture people. Ethnically, the
Celts were a predominant part of this culture. After the breakthrough
AD, a Germanic tribe of Quads moved to the area; between the years
25 and 50 AD, their King Vannius founded the first kingdom in the terri-
tory of present-day Slovakia. During the Germanic and Roman times, the
original Celts, experts at metal treatment, merged with the new settlers.
The arrival of the Slavs in the 5th - 7th centuries is reflected in the settle-
ment of Skalka starting in the 9th century, the period that the first traces
of the Christian culture fall into.

Igor Zmetak - Ethnologist

Iranslated by Alica Zmetakova



